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Haley Friesen (left in dark hoodie and white) and Viviane Siemens (right in red)

A pair of students enrolled in the Esthetics program at Northlands Parkway Collegiate (NPC) in Winkler won medals at
the 2021 Skills Manitoba Competition.

Haley Friesen, a grade 12 student from Garden Valley Collegiate, scored first place in the Job Skill Demonstration
category at the virtual event earlier this month. Enrolled in the RRTVA program at Northlands Parkway Collegiate, Friesen
showed off her one stroke nail art talents - a method that allows for blending, shading and highlighting all in a single brush
swipe.

"I wanted to participate because I love nail art, and I thought it would be a really fun opportunity," said Friesen, adding it's
a unique way to express different things on your nails, and show off fun designs.

Friesen added she is excited to move on to the Skills Canada virtual national competition happening at the end of May,
and plans to perfect her presentation in the weeks ahead.

"I think it's really special, and I'm really excited to show off my skill again."
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Meantime, Viviane Siemens, a grade 12 student at W.C. Miller Collegiate in Altona, placed third in the Job Skill category.
Also enrolled in the Esthetics program, Siemens' demonstration was on safe and proper eyebrow waxing. She first
outlined her technique on a large poster board before putting it into practice on a live model.

"It was very exciting, and I was very nervous in the first video, but I was much more confident in the second," she
explained, describing the experience.

"I really enjoy teaching people things, that's why I really loved to demonstrate it on the board first," added Siemens.

For Siemens, this skill is something she's been passionate about since she was a little girl, practicing on family and
friends over the years.

"It is so much fun...while doing the service you talk about so many things and then after, you make them feel beautiful and
confident," she explained.

Eventually, Siemens says she'd like own her own salon one day.


